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ABSTRACT 

Three pamphlets (Practitioner 's Guides) present 
guidelines from the National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented at the University of Connecticut. The guidelines are based 
on theory-driven quality research that is problem-based, 
practice-relevant, and consumer-oriented. Each pamphlet has a section 
summarizing research from the literature or topic notes as well as 
identifying specific implications for the home and/or classroom or 
school planning. Practitioner's Guides are titled: (1) "What 
Educators and Parents Need To Know about Fostering Creativity" 
(Jortathan A» Plucker, Editor); (2) "What Educators and Parents Need 
To Know about Elementary School Programs in Gifted Education" (Marcia 
A. B. Delcourt, Editor); and (3) "What Educators and Parents Need To 
Know about Student Portfolios" (Karen Kettle, Editor). Each booklet 
contains references. (DB) 
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Children can be taught tc be more 

creative aorrance, 1987) 

Some researchers believe that all 
children possess the skills and processes 
necessary to produce creative work 

(Runco 1993 Weisberg 1986) 

People tend to underestimate the 
originality of the work of others (Runco, i989) 

Children tend to be less creative when 
outside constraints are placed upon 

their creativity (Hennessey & Amabile, 1988) 

Cminent creators such as Einstein, 
Picasso, and Martha Graham exhibited 
a high degree of self-promotion and 

lack of conformity (Gardner. 1993) 
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What is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented (NRC/GT) is funded under the Jacob K. Javlts 
Gifted and Talented Students Education Act. Office of 
Educational Research and Improvement, United States 
Department of Education. The mission of the NRC/GT 
is to plan and conduct theory-driven quality research 
that is problem-based, practice-relevant, and consumer- 
oriented. 

Products available from The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented... 

Research-Based Decision Making Series 

These papers are designed to advise practitioners and 
policymakers about the most defensible practices that 
can be implemented based on accumulated research 
evidence. Papers In the Research-Based Decision 
Making Series are available in full length and executive 
summary formats. 

Research Monographs 

Research Monographs describe research studies 
completed by the NRC/GT. These comprehensive 
technical reports are available in full length and 
executive summary formats. 

Practitioners' Guides 

These tri-fold brochures feature easy-to-understand 
research findings coupled with practical implications for 
classrooms and homes on topics of interest to 
educators and parents. 

Video Training Tapes 

One-hour tapes are available of all our popular teacher 
training satellite broadcasts. Reproducible teacher 
resource guides are included with each tape. 

Resource Books 

These include information on various topics or sources 
of information in the field of gifted and talented 
education. 

Collaborative Research Series 

Applied or action research is featured rather than a 
review of extant literature. They are available as full 
length papers and executive summaries. 

OThe University of Connecticut 
The National Research Center 
on the Gifteci anci Talenteci 
362 Fairfield Road. U-7 
Storrs. CT 06269-2007 
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hilclrcn in proLiiains lor ilic uiilcc! 
(^blaiiHiijjlTcr achjcvciiKMU scores 
'.lliaii ihcii liilicci peers who are iH)i in 
- siieh proizranis. . . . , 

siieeessl'ul proprani Ibr ihe izmcd 
does nol neeessarilv depeiul on ihe 
lype ol' proiirannnini! arrangemeni' 
(w llhin class proyrani. pull oui program, 
separate class, special school ). Wliile 
one l>pe oF arrangenienl inay be more / 
beneri.cial lor a particular child, ii is ihc 
\\a\ ihe program is inipl'enKMVlet! Ihai 
cleiennincs iis impact. 

arenls are the. leasl satis! Jcd wiih ^ /. 
proyranvs Tor which ihe\ perceive 
Uhere is'litile or no coninuinicalioji 
fbeUveen ihe home and the school. 

. iiecessrul pn>yrams challenize ' . 

sludenis ihroiiuh htuh level eonlenl- 
and pacini; oi (he cnrricukmK while . 
providing: nrany opporlimilies ^kor these 
sludenis lo make their own c1n>ices aiul 
to ha\e control over their learnn^ij 
environmeiU. ' - 

uccesslVd proiii ams focus on the 
idenlilication ot iindeiie]>resenied 
'/populations o! students. in their v\ riuen . 
' policies and provide suppv>rt for teachers 
to. address their students' leart^ing needs.; 

istrict coordinators in .su^ccessful ^ 
IM'Oizraius iiu ite paients io school . 
events! distribute ciuestiomraiies about . 
poteiuial iaiiuh interaction with the 
school.;and keep parents inlorined aboul:? 
iheir child's educational program. * 



What Is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented (NRC/GT) is funded under the Jacob K. Javits 
Gifted and Talented Students Education Act. Office of 
Educational Research and Improvement. United States 
Department of Education. The mission of the NRC/GT 
is to plan and conduct theory-driven quality research 
that is problem-based, practice-relevant, and consumer- 
oriented. 

Products available from The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented... 

Research-Based Decision Making Series 
These papers are designed to advise practitioners and 
policymakers about the most defensible practices that 
can be implemented based on accumulated research 
evidence. Papers in the Research-Based Decision 
Making Series are available in full length and executive 
summary formats. 

Research Monographs 

Research Monographs describe research studies 
completed by the NRC/GT. These comprehensive 
technical reports are available in full length and 
executive summary formats. 

Practitioners' Guides 

These tri-fold brochures feature easy-to-understand 
research findings coupled with practical implications for 
classrooms and homes on topics of interest to 
educators and parents. 

Video Training Tapss 

One-hour tapes are available of all our popular teacher 
training satellite broadcasts. Reproducible teacher 
resource guides are included with each tape. 

Resource Books 

These include information on various topics or sources 
of information in the field of gifted and talented 
education. 

Collaborative Research Series 

Applied or action research is featured rather than a 
review of extant literature. They are available as full 
length papers and executive summaries. 

OThe University of Connecticut 
The National Research Center 
on the Gifted and Talented 
362 Fairfield Road. U-7 
Storrs. CT 06269-2007 
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NOTES 




• Portfolios accurately illustrate 
student growth over time. 



• Portfolios offer students an 
opportunity to learn about their own 
learning. 

• Portfolios allow students to 
document and share their learning 
progress. 

• Portfolios encourage students to 
develop the abilities they need to 
become self-directed learners. 

• Portfolios provide profiles of 
student strengths that highlight 
interests, talents, learning styles, 
and achievements. 

• Portfolios provide a forum for talent 
identification and development. 
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What is the NRC/GT? 

The National Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented (NRC/GT) is funded under the Jacob K. Javits 
Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, Office of 
Educational Research and Improvement. United States 
Department of Education. The mission of the NRC/GT 
IS to plan and conduct theor^'-driven quality research 
that is problem-based, practice-relevant, and consumer- 
oriented. 

Products available from The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and 
Talented... 

Research'Based Decision Making Series 

These papers are designed to advise practitioners and 
policymakers about the most defensible practices that 
can be implemented based on accumulated research 
evidence. Papers In the Research-Based Decision 
Making Series are available in full length and executive 
summary formats. 

Research Monographs 

Research Monographs describe research studies 
completed by the NRC/GT. These comprehensive 
technical reports are available in full length and 
executive summary formats. 

Practitioners' Guides 

These tri-fold brochures feature easy-to-understand 
research findings coupled with practical implications for 
classrooms and homes on topics of interest to 
educators and parents. 

Video Training Tapes 

One-hour tapes are available on aW our popular teacher 
training satellite broadcasts Reproducible teacher 
resource guides are included with each tape. 

Resource Booklets 

These include information on various topics or sources 
of information In the field of gifted and talented 
education. 

Collaborative Research Studies 

Applied or action research is featured rather than a 
review of extant literature. They are available as full 
length papers and executive summaries. 
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